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E that hates the Light (as itis written) will noc 
bring his deeds to the light, leaſt they ſhould be re- 
proved and made manifeſt, of which ſort Jobs Jells 

A 4 pretended Miniſter of the Goſpel at $t. Tves, ſo 
called, in Huxtington-ſhire, who hath declared and publiſhed 
unfound  Dofrines contrary to Scripture of Truth,' which 
was afferted by him, and taken from his own mouth, and the 

Reply thereunto ſent, and his DcArines reproved as. to be 

unſound and inconſiſtent to a True Miniſter of Chriſt, the 

which Paper of information and alſo of reproof, Fohn'Wel's in 
vindication of his former afſertions, hath divulged abroad in 
his Pariſh, as in anſwer to the ſaid Paper delivered unto him, 
and alfo in vindication of his former Def&rines, which Paper 
of his hath been read up and down by his:Auditors, as 
ſome great Oracle which could not be gain-faid; and he” 
never yet ſent his anſwer unto them who contradi&ed. 
and reproved his aforeſaid Do&rines and Principles, 
unto which - his anſwer did properly belong, it could 
never yet be purchaſed or obtained from him or any of his Au- 
ditors , and all this he hath done leaſt his works ſhould be 
brought to light, and his deceir ſhould he diſcovered, and his 
kingdom weakened which ſtandeth in darknefle; bur ſeeing 
that there is no work of darknefſe muſt be hid # bur nut all be 
broughe to light and be diſcovered in the day, Therefore is 
his Paper come forth by another hand, that he and his work 
might betryed and reproved-y, and that the ignorant might 
ſee his confufd » and alſo that Truth might be made mani- 
felt go the nnderſtandings of people, that they may no longer 
nune in ignorance and blindnefſe, now when the Lord is 
ſhining forth in his brightnefle , and revealing his glory from 
che riling of the Sun. ; | | | 
Bis firſt Poſition is , That Eternal Life is to be faund by or in 
the Scriptures, Mn; 
IT. They are the way and means which God hath diſcovered for the 

obtaining of it, Viz. Eternal Life, M 

In the vindication of his forelaid afſertions, heſaith; he 
will explain himſelf , and ſaith, That God is pleaſed Ly his Infinite 
| . A 8. * Grace , 


HV 7 2 © | SST .M | 
Grace and Wiſdome to continue this excellent Plot of Redemption by his 
Sor, and then concludeth ; How. ſhall we believe in him of mhom 
wehave not heard ? Therefore was God pleaſed ty the Scriptures to 


reveal Feſus Chriſt, and none can ever come tothe Knowledge of Chrift _ 


bat 32 or by the Scriptures, This man talks like a HeachenPoY- 


tition rather then a Miniſter of Chriſt, whotells of an excel- + 


lent Plot of Redemption , for he who is the Redeemer, 
was with the Father, and was his delight before the World 
began , which in due time was made manifeſts by what meang 
the Father pleaſed, whojs that unlimited Spirit, which can= 
not be or will not be ed to:this or that thing 3 For Moſes 
was a believer,and a follower of Chriſt, & Chriſt was revealed 
to himgthat through Faith he ſaw him who us inviſible, Heb. 1-27. 
aud then was thereno Scripture, andthe ſheyheards, and the 
wiſe men of the Eaſt they were direCted by the Star, and loe the 
Star which they ſaw inthe Loft went before them,till it come aud ſtood. 
over where the young Child was, and when they ſaw the Star they re 


| Jeyced with exceeding great*joy, Mat. 2. 2. 93-1. and here is no 
'** mention made of Scripture, ſo to. confine the Lord to this or 


that way, to thisor thatform, to this or that appearance as 
Fohn Wells woutd do.,. is to limit the Holy One of Iſrael; and 


F the Scripture ſaith, as the Living Father hath Life in biwſlF, fo 


the Son hath alſo life in himſelf to grve to whomſoever he will, and the 
Scripture ſaith furcher, #0xe knows God nor the things of God ſave 
by the Spirit of God ; ſo that this is a. true ſaying and worthy of 
acceptation, that Erernal Life can be found no where but” 
where it 1s,, and Eternal Life is in the Son of God, andthou 
and the reſt of you profeſſors who look for eternal life in the 
Letcer,you are ſeeking the living among the dead,for the Scri- 
pture ſaith, He that hath the Son hath Life , but not he that hath 
the Scripture hath life;for there are many which hath the ſcri- 


pture,the writings,or written 'words, and hath not the ſoth 


neither Eternal life ; for the Phariſees had the words and the 
fcriptures, and never heard the yoice of God at any time, 
neither bad they the word of God abiding in their hearts, and 
yet they had-the ſcriptures and writings of Moſes and: the Pro- 
phets in their mindes, ſo that ir is manifeſt they had neicher 
found God, Chriſt nor eternal life; Notwithſtanding though 
they had Moſes amd the Prophets,and as for the Apoſtles words 
if 
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3n the Romans, its manifeſt (5; they might hear the ſcriptures. 


and the writings of the Law and Prophets,and yer nor believe 
in Chriſt who1s eternal Life , neither hear the word of faith 
which -the Apoſtle preached and exhorted. all to attend 
unto, which' was nigh in their heart, and in their 
mouth , which word diſcovereth the intents of the heart, 
and ſeparateth betwixt good and evil thoughes of the 
heart, and good and.evil words in the mouth, which 
word they that had the ſcriptures who have thought 
as thou doſtto find eternal life in the Scriptures, did not liften 
neither hearken unto,and foeternal life was vailed from them, 
and not revealedin them; andyecli ſay unto thee we: are not 
vilifying the ſcriptures, as thou falſly judgethz For i6 the Spi- 
rit of Truth through which Godand the deep things of God 
are diſcovered, if it pleaſe to manifeſt eternal life or any thing 
that pertains thereunto, through the words which have been 
ſpoken before by it ſelf, and now bring in thoſe words again, 8& 


m=_ them in any believers heart, and give him to underſtand 
c 


em and the things of God through any of the words of 
ſcripture, this is not excluded, but to limit life or the ſpiric 
to this or that, or the other thing ,-*true believers dare not 
do: For God who is eternal Life manifeſteth his minde to the 
Creature, how, when, where,and by whathe will; who art 
thou that would limit him, and thou that knows: Chriſt no 


' Other wayes then by the words without thee , knows; him not 


at all no more then the Phariſees who had the words, and yet, 
were ignorant of the life? _ TY v7 

Then thou to Confute thy former words, (aith, That we muſt 
wot think, that thou judgeſt that Eternal life lieth in words, or ſeu= 
rences3 but eternal life u found in or-by the ſcriptures, | | 

What reaſonable or underſtanding man can judge or think 
of thee otherwiſe ; Is not the Scripture Writings ? And doth 
not writings conſiſt of ſyllables, words, and ſentences ? And 
if thou look not that eternal life z;found in the ſcriptures, words 
and ſentences, then thy Aſertion is made void and falſe, for 
eternal life is in the life that ſpoke forth the words, and theſe 
words are a certain ſound, ora declaration of that life, bur 


not the life it ſelF.. 
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n % ig of thy words, thon 
ſayeſt, Thou wilt draw an Argument of the truth of them fron 
=_ 5. 39. where thou ſayeſt, Chriſt brings an Argument from 
is words in the 37 verſe, who produceth the witneſs of his Father 
that hewas ſent of God. And verſe 39. thou ſaith, That Chriſt 
ſaith,Go and ſearch the ſcriptures, for in them you think, to have eter= 
nal life, for they are they that teſtifie of me: So thy -Concluſion 
is, That by the ſcriptures eternal life is to be found, becauſe by thene 
Chriſt 35 to befound\, | 
In Foh.s. 31, 33, 36, 37. he preduceth' teſtimonies that he 
was ſent of the Father, andſaith, If I bear witneſi of myſelf my 
witneſ is true : Likewiſe he produceth the Father and John for 
his teſtimony ; and in verſ. 39. to theend of the Chapter, he 


' faith, Moſes and the Prophets teſtified of him : but in verſ. 46, he 


ſaith unto the Phariſees, Had ye believed Moſes y? would have be- 
lieved me, for he wrote of me ; but'he doth nor ſay, that eternal life 
was found in Moſes writings, or words z now the 3gth verſe thou 
haſt perverted, and thy Argument falleth into the Pic from 
whence it aroſe; for the Phariſees thinking to have eternal life 
inthe ſcriptures, doth no niore prove that eternal- life i« to be 
found ix the ſcriptures,” then Pay! ( when he made havock of the 
Church of God and perfecuted the Believers: from City to 
City, and thought he did God good ſervice ) doth prove chat he 
was doing the work of God, & therefore thy ignorance 1s ma- 
nifeſt, The words inthe Greek Coppy is 'Eg:v2@7% 74e yfe925 571, 
&*c. rendred on this wiſe, You do ſearch the ſcriptures, becauſe in 
them you think to have eternal life,and they are they that teſtifie of me: 
This was ſpoken to the Phariſees and UVnbeltevers, and Chriſt 
did neither approve of their ſearching wich that mind which 
envied the life; and therefore he reprehends them for their 
Thoughts which were gazing at the words, and looked not at 
thelife which the words teſtified of ; - and therefore they were 
reprovedin verſ.49. Te will not come unto me that ye may have life : 
And fo thy Aftirmation from theſe words, and allo thy Con- 
clutien is falſe; and denied; and fo che Charge ſtands till 

good agamft thee, + IE BOAR | 
---Further, Thon goes on and faith, That neither I, mor yo, 
nor any man could ever have found Chriſt, or come to' him but bythe 
: ſcriptures 3 
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(7) | | _ 
ſeriptures; And then makes this the Concluſion, That the ſcrip= 


tures are the way for the obtaining life, | 
Both thy Afﬀertion and Concluſion is falſe, for Chriſt was 
diſcovered to Moſes by Faith, and Abraham ſaw Chriſt and his 


_ « day by Faith,. and the Shepherds by the Star which led them 


where the Child was; :and fofor-thee to Conclude all like thy 
felf is preſumprion without knowledge; and Chriſt was re- 
vealed by and through his Spirit to the Saints in light, and 
yet the words teſtifie.of him, and many have the words and 


yetthey area ſcaled Book,and are not any way or means uato. 


them as to the diſcovery of Chriſt, ſo chat Chriſt ſaid unto a 
learned Generation, Tou erre, not knowing the ſcriptures nor the 
power of God ; and yet they were frequent readers of the fcrip- 
cures, yet ignorant of the ſpirit chrough which God maketh 
manifett his mind, and maketh:known his will by.what way 
and means he pleaſeth to the fons of men. Yet this we ſay, 
That God may make manifeſt his Son by his ſpirit'what way 
he will, and yet the'(cripture is nor excluded, for the things 
of God are(ſpiritually diſcerned, and the natural man may 
have the words asthe Phariſees had without the fpirit : But 
this is the ſum, all this -ftriving Ws to ſet up the Words above the 
Spirit, and the Scripture above the Life. ' 

And- thou goeſt on and faith, That thou wondereſt that men 
ſhould not be able to dijtingniſh Chriſt to be the way, and the Scrip= 
tures to be the way. TLEET | 


ſay, Fhere is not two wayes, but oe way and oxe life; and! 


#9ne comes tothe Father but bythe way, and he is the way and the 
means too; For he isfaidto be the leader.of his Flock, and of the 
ſheep of bis Paſture, unto whom he giveth eternal life + Eternat life is 
found in him, out of 'him there is none; and them that ſeeks 
without him {hall 'never find cheway'to reft ; and thy many 
diſtinions of way and way doth caſt a Miſt before peoples 
eyes, and doth darken their underſtandings, and would lead 
themfrom the one way of life. 

And thon askeft how thoſe ſcriptures can be reconciled, 
Cor. 1. 11. Other Forndation-can no man lay than'that which is laid, 


Jeſus Chriſt, Epheſ. 2. 20. Aid are built upon the Foundation of - 


the Prophets \and Apoſtles, Chrift himſelf being chief Corner-! 
verl, 22. 4 whom ye alſo are builded. RY rg | er-jtone, 
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Thefe two ſcriptures are ST nd already and were never 
at enmity nor at diſcord , for he which had the word of - re- 
conciliation committed unto him, write. them both 3 . Doeſt 
thou chink he laid one Foundation to the Corauthians,' and a+ 


nother tothe Epheſians ? , Chriſt was the, Foundation 10 the, 


Corinthians, and no other could belaid; : and was not this the 
Apoitles and Prophets Foundation ? And was nor all the 
$aints Citizens of the Houſhold of God, builded;:upon this 
Foundation, and ſo became a habitation of God through the 
ſpirit ? But thou wouldeſt have two Foundations, as thou haſt 


'laboured to prove two Wayes, and Eternal life to be found in 


two diſtin things, as that eternal life is found in Chriſt, and that 
eternal life # found ,n the ſcriptures; and then haſt brought all 
this ſtriving to nothing; and ſaith, That we, muſt not imagine 
that eternal life Iyeth in words or ſentences : I ſay,,;If thou hadft 
not imagined ſo thy ſelf, thou wouldeſt , not have made all 
this conteſt for ſcripture or writings, conſiſting of wordgand 
ſentences, except thou judge as ſome of thy ignorant Bre- 
thren have done, Thet eternal life aud the ſcripture i inſeparable z 
Or That the ſcripture aud the ſpirit cannot be ſeparated: , And if. 
thou judge ſo, then theſe that.have the words and ſentences 
of the ſcripture, have Eternal life and. the ſpiric, and ſuch 
dark Do&rines the Land hath been filled with z thou would 
make diſtinftions betwixt way and way, lightand light, and 
put diſtin&ions where there is none, and yet where the (piric 
diſtingniſheth, thou either cannot, or elſe will not; that doth 
not diftinguith betwixt a viſible and an invifible, betwixt, that 
which is given forth in time, and that which gave forth 
the Words which is Life it ſelf , which was before. all 
ci1me., 
Next thing thou comes unto, The ſcripture i the Goſpel, and 
the (cripture is the ord of God and this thou countelt great 1g- 
norancefor any tooppoſe: And thou ſayeſt, Thou ſuppoſeſt that 
we do not know what the word ſcripture meaneth z Is it not the Goſpel 
that thou layeſt was Preached Ly Chriſt and his Apoſtles,and what they 


© Preached was Written, and may be called the Word of God, for it is 
full of power. EEE 


ſc may more than be ſuppoſed that thon art ignorant, for 
thou haſt really manifeſted it, that groſs darkneſs WE 
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thee,and blindneſs hath SW 6.4 to thee through thy nnbe- 
lief; and its really apparent that thou knoweft mot what the 
word ſcripture meaneth, whocalls it the Gofpel, and the Wer 
Haſtthou not learned to diſtinguiſh betwixt the (ſtibjeft) 'de- 


| claredof; and the declaration ; betwixt a man which ſpeaks, 


andthe words which comes from a man ; betwixt that which 
is vilible, and chat which is inviſible; berwixt that which may 
be ſeen which is temporal, and that which is everlaſting and 
eternal ? | 

The ſcriptures are Writings which may be ſeen and read 
with a natural Eye or Ear, but that which the ſcripture de- 
clares of, cannot be ſeen with a natural Eye, neither heard 
with anatural Ear: Knoweſt thou no difference betwixt a 
Creator and a Creature? Is not that which createth greater 
than chat which is creared ? And was it not the eternal power 
that gave the Words a —_ or thou hadſt never had them? 
And wereit not ignorance for any man to ſay that the Crea= 
ture were theCreator? Judge in thy ſelf, For thee to call that 
which is brought forth by the Name of char which brought it 


forth, is great ignorance : And is it any derogation unto the 


Creature tocall it by its own'Name ? Bur it 1s derogation to 
the Creator to-call the Creature by the Creators Name ; {© 
for thee tocall the Writings the Power of God, or the Goſpel, or 
Word, 1s to attribute that unto the declaration which proper- 
ly belongs ( tothe thing declared of ) which is fargreater in 
Magnicude, in Glory and excellency, in Power and Virtue, 
inſomuch that the Apoſtle ſaid, when he had ſpoken largely of 
che Power of God, and of his unfearchable riches, he cryed, 


O. the height, and the breadth, and the length, and the depth thereof. 


as unſpeakable, or could not be (poken, which ws unſearchgble, 
and pajt finding out! The Declaration, or the Scripture may be 
I Yd and not the Power of God,-which is che Goſpel of 
A. | ; | 
That che Holy ſcriptures was given by inſpiration, and 
thou ſayelt zt i full-of power, and'therefore ſayeſt it is the power of 
God, and that its able-tomakg wiſe unto ſalvation. And thou haſt 
done well that-thou baſt nor left our ( through Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus ) as ſome of thy Brethrenuſed to do. © Tf 
And thou ſayeſt, Its a ſad Argument againff the ſcripture ſes 
| B | tit 


L4 


E 


CO - | 

That the Goſpel was Preached to Absaham, before Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, a#d John. at. 5 > ng fg2 | 

The Scripture was given by divine inſpiration cis freely 
granted, 'and is of no private.interpretation, and is able to 
make wiſe unto ſalvation through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus ; far 
without Faith in him it hath no power in it to make wiſe unto 
{ſalvation ; witnefle the Phariſees and the Fewes outward now 
for they had the (cripture-prowiſes,as thou calleſt thew, which 
thou calleſt the Goſpel and the Word, yet they were nat curn= 
ed, changed, nor ſang&ifed, nor knew not. the new-birth, as 
many do not now who have the {criptures, or writings, or 
words written, and ſo thine isa private interpretation, who 
calls that the power of God, and the Wordof God, and the Goſpel , 
which one may have, and not have the Goſpel, or the Word, or 
the prwer of God ; For proof, fohn 5, 37, 38 Andits no Argutt 


' ent. againſt the (cripture'to ſay, The Golpel was preached to 


Abraham, or as thou fayelt to 4dam ; bur it is an Argument to 
prove that there was a Goſpel, andthay the Goſpel was preg 
ched before that, which | you Pariſh Teachers ule generally to 
call the Goſpel, whichis Matthew, Mark,, Luke, and Foby, and 
the Epijiles written to the Churches, which you raiſe Doftrines 
from, and Arguments from, and ſells to people for Money, 
and calleth it Preaching of the Word, - and Preaching of the Goſpel : 
What, doft thou think, we are not come palt mid-night ? -Is 
not the night over , and the morning ſprung forth jn bright- 
nefſe without clouds, wherein we now diſcover betwixt the 
husk and the kernel ? rhe husk will feed Swine, : but Men muſt 
have bread; anda ſound without will not ſerveto adminiſter 


life to the ſoul; and now no longer Talkers ofthe Goſpel 


will be received, or can feed the hungry, but its he that, eat 
of the fleſh of Chriſt that hath eternallife in him, . | 
Thou ſayeſt, Thou wilt remove a groſs pſtake from us who think 
that you cry up the Letter of the Scripture and ſeparate the Word from 
the Spirit : for we own the Spirit going along. mith the Word, for the 
iord and the Spirit is united as the inftrumental” cauſe, and Chrijt 


and his Spirit in the Goſpel js the principal cauſe. 


The profi miſtake is not-upon our parts buet yours, in that you 


think that the Scriptures or the Writings is not ſeparated from 


the Spirit; weknow the Word and the Spirit is one, and can- 
* | | not 


my 
| 
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not be ſeparated 5 but Here Lyerh- the mitcke, in pnitting the | 


ſentences, or ſcripture, or words of declaration for the Word, 


. and then ſay they cannot be ſeparated from the ſpirit, thats another 


miſtake on your part, for if you ſo judge, then thismnſtneeds 
follow, That they that have ehewords- or pt yon have the 
ſpirit if they be inſeparablez and why makeſt thou ſuch di- 
ſtin&ions betwixt the word Chriſt and his Sprrit, they are one, 


and that which is the- principle cauſe 'of every good thing 


J » 


brought forth, uſeth what inftrument hewill to effe& it, wo 


know the Word and theSpirit dottvconvertand convince,and 
bring to Chriſt and ſalvation through- him, chat we know; 
but doth the ſcripture convince without the [pirit? And is not 
che ſpiritand power of God often wanting? - Doth: the fcrip- 
cure convince then, or convert, or . bring any to ſalvation ? 
And we know there is union betwixtthe Wordand the Spirit, 
for they are one; and that which is/attributedtothe one, is 
to the other; the Word ſanAifieth, and the Spitit ſan&ificch 3 
but the queſtion is ſtillunanſwered, and che charge ſtands ſtill 
good againſt yon, Whether the ſcripture ſandifies withart the ſpirit, 
or whether is the ſpirit and the ſcripture ſo united together, gs that when 


a Hireling, or a Deceiver, or' a falſe Prophet ſpeaks the. words of ſcrip- 


ture, that the ſpirit muſt needs go along with it, and Cannot be ſeparated 
m it ? $N j | | ! 

And thouſayeſt, The ſcriptures are the TWord of God as it is a 
declaration of what God wonld- have us do, and therefure God hath 
declared biz'mind, Hekrews 1, 1 God'who fpake in times paſt by the 
Prophets, hath intheſe dayes ſpoken by his Son + - And thou brings 


Iſaiah 38, The word of the 1 ord came to Waiah ſaying, &c. Were it - 


nota grofſe abſurdity'to ſay that this word of the Lord was 
Chriſt in the New Teſtamene? - | | | | 

; Phe Wordief the- Lord endures / for ever, and by it the 
Heavens and the Earth were framed, and the things chat are 
therein, and withour kim was nothing made that was made; 
and we can and do' diftinguiſh betwixrt the Word and the 
declaration, and what a declaration is that which conſifteth 
bur of one word, a declaration conlifts of many words, and 


 1rs an improper ſpeech .co call chat which contifts of many 


words one word; 'and that w Heb.r. ' was ſpoken after the 
Aſcention of Chriſt, and the voice from Heaven by his Son, I 
Ka: queſtion 


od 
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queſtion whether thou ha coup or read; and we can diſtin- 
ouiſh berwixt the words of Tſaiab,”and the Word of God; . 


and betwixt the words of Feremiah, andthe Word of God; 
Fer. 1. 2» The words of Jeremiah the Sox of Hilkiah. uuto whons 


the Word of the Lord came; and there lee if thou canſt di- 


ſlinguiſh betwixt the words of Iſaiah and Jeremiah and the 
Word of God; and how many words can properly be called 
one word? andwhy is it att abſurdity to ſay that theword of 
theLord, orthe power of the Lord came upon Iſaiah, or the 
Father through the power or through the word, did ſpeak 
unto Iſaiah ; andis not the power of God Chriſt, and Chriſt 
the power of God, and the wiſdom of God in the New Teſja- 
ment ? Now ſee thy own abſurdity, and glory not when 
thou puts on thy Armour, but when thou putsit off. 


As for John 12.4.8. He that rejeGeth me, and rejedeth my words, 


&c. where the words of Chriſt and himſelf are diſtinguiſhed, 
thou ſaith. 622] | 

I ſay Yes, and therefore thou haſt broughe this ſcripture 
againſt thy ſelf, and likewiſerhis the word that I have ſpoken. 
ſhall judge youat the laſt day, and thou-ſayeſt this muſt make 


us rremble ; nay, why ſhould we tremble at chis, we are one. 


with bis words, and his words are not againſt us : And thou: 
haſt at all theſeſcriptures againſt thy ſelf, and fights wich 
thy own ſhadow ; for all the words which God and Chriſt and 

the Apoſtles have ſpoken we own ; and now learn thou to di-- 
ſftinguiſh betwixe words and Word, for all that thou:haſt ſaid: 
to prove the ſcriptures to-be the Word of God,. amounts to, 
juſt nothing, bur thatit 1s.the word as us a declaration, and. 
what a declaration that is-( the wiſe will judge ) which 1s- bur 
one word. And now when thou haft vindicated thy. ſelf as- 
thou judgeſt, thou goeſt' to- make warabroadytoſceif thou 

canſt get any intothe Pir of darknefſe withthy.lelf; and now: 


' thou falls upon the tumbling ſtone and the Rock of offence 
; which will break thee ta pieces, the true hghe which lighterh 


overy manthat cometh incothe world. who 1s a ſufficient ſayi- 
our, leader, guider, and direQor of all they that dobelieve, 
into all truth,and hecreads the Wine-preſle alone;and there's 
none. belideshim 3 but chou art cljmb'd up inco the Judg- 
ment-ſeat, aud ſaith, Let us ſee what this. light #3, and ſo. thow 

/ | | gives 
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gives judgement and Aeſpiſeth bom, like Herod and his'men of 
Wai that ſet himr at nought; and ſo upon thy examination 
and judgement thou Iraſt concluded it Natural, Rom: 19, 27. 
yet thou ſayeſt it will diſcover God, and then. contradifts what 
* thou haſt ſaid ; and ſaith, 7hat it was bard for them to find out 
the true God Lyit, and brings aProof, when they knew God they 
glorified hin not as Ged, but became vain 2#n their imaginations, Oc. 
Its yet a Queſtion that may be asked thee, By what Nature 
they knew God, and.did the things contained in the Law, ſee- 
ing theLawis juſt and good and and the fault was not 
in that which led-them to know 'but in _ that which led 
them to become vain in their imaginations, and not toglori- 
fie him as they knew him, and ſo rhgir fooliſh hearts came to 
be darkned, and ſo thou arr one y judgement with him 
whom 1] met with of late,who ſaid The light which every man was 
enlightned withal would lead to know God, and teach a man that he 
ſhould not doto others but what and that he world bave others doto 
him, it world lead from lying and ſtealing, and diſcover the Creator, 
and Gods Omnipotency and Eternitysad yet ſaid, this light was 
to be underſicod in oppoſition'to the light the ſpirit, aud contradiſtin@ 
tothe ſpirits light; And after he had confeſſed that it would 
| teach all theſe good chingvraforeſaid, he ſaid, it was darkyeſſe , 
*; yea, worſe than greſſe darkyeſſe: And lo, thou Concludes and 
* l1ayeſt, We ſhould never have known or believed the Covenant of 
3 Grace, orthat we ſhould be born again, had not God revealed them to | 'Y 
| ws bythe Scriptures: FThou-runs too faſt to Jay a good Founda- - 
> tion ; By what Scripture did God reveal to Adam The ſeed: of 
* the woman ſhould bruiſe the Serfeats head ? or by what Scripture |. 
> did Moſes ſee Chriſt, for he muſt needs ſee him before he could 
* follow him? and what Scripture did reveal unto Abrahays 
= Chriſt and his day wherein herejoyced? And ſo he that did 
” reveal, doth reyeal, and will- reveal Chriſt the Covenant of 
| Grace and the New Birth by what way as he pleaſeth accor-- 
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ding to his Power, notwithſtanding all chy limitring. 
* Andthouſayeſt, Toſay that every one that comes into the World, 
2 ts lighted with the Light of the Spirit (is the falſeft thing that can 
+ be) For then every Heathen hath rhe Light of the Spirit, who 
/ neverſo much as heard or knowes whether there'/be a-Chriſti 
} oraſpirxit, andthou brings, Ephef, 4. av. that the Gentiles un» F 
| 8B 3 ; derſt au-- : 2 
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derſtandings wert darkued , being Anand fm the "Life of God 
tbrovgh the ignorance that-was in them, and faith , ſurely theſe men 

were xot born without alight, | | 
It is very like chat I muſt be Regiſtred in the Calender asa 
Blaſphemer or a Heretick, but however ] muſt not heed thar, 
bue muſt indure reproaches, and ſuffer contradictions.from - 
ſuch as thouwho calls the| Letter the Light, the Letter the 
Word, andthe Letter the Goſpel, as all along in 'thy Paper 
is clearly manifeſt thou contends for it, and {othou art like 
to condemn and diſlallaayof the Light in all men, in every 
man, or in any man, however thou: haſt given,judgemenc 
that it is the fal ſeſt thing that can be, that every one is lighted with the 
Light of the ſpirit ; And whigis it the falleſt-ching thac. can be ? 
hou wilt confefſe that one is lighted with the light of 
Chriſt ; and where dideſt thou learn that great diftin&ion be« 
twixt Chriſts Light and the Spirits light ? we do not ſay thac 
the light in every man doth diſcover Chriſt unto every man 
that cometh into the World, bur that the Light of Chriſt 
waited in, believed in a eived, would diſcover Chriſt un. 
to every man is owned "The faulrt is not in the light, bur in 
him that loves it not whoſe deeds are evil,and ſeeing that God 
15 NO 7164 woe of perſons, Why may not the Heathen and the 
Gentiles have the light of Chriſt, or thelight of the Spiric, 
ſeeing that he whois the light of the World, 1s given for a 
Covenant of Light co the Gentiles, and tothe Heathen whoſe 
eycs are blind, -to open theireyes,, and to open their under= 
ſtandings, feeing that both. Jew and Gentile are concluded 
under fin, and there is no difference ? And if he benor given 
tothe Gentiles or Heathen for a Covenant of Light as well as 
to the Jew, how is it ſaid, He # rich unto all, 1s he the God of 
the Jews and not of the Gentiles alſo? Rom. 2. 29. ſeeing that 
they that believe intheLight, -are' juſtified both the Circum- 
cifion and-Uncircumcifion,' and in Rom. 4.7, %, 9. Cometh this 
rene pon the Circumtifion onely, -0r upon the Uncircumcifion al- 
ſo? lo that its evident rhat Chriſt the Covenant of Light and 
Life, the gifc of Righteouſnefle, who is come into the world 
for this end, that allchrough him mighc believe, .that who ſo 
believeth and-receiveth the gifc bes. 607 pep 1 ay Apmanangarn 7 
4616 | - | nn: - cometii' } 
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" cometh nponall , atid-he who.1s the Gift of God and Cove- 
nant of lightzis a propitiation for the ſin of the whole World, 


and the World is taken in oppoſition to believers, and yet he 
is come a Light intothe World to convince the'world of tin, & 
of righteouſnefſe and judgement, and them which thou calls 
Heathens and Gentiles who had not the Law were accuſed or 
convitted, which 1s the operation of the Spirit, compare Rom. 
2+ 143 15-with Fobn 16.8,9, That which was in the Gentiles did 
accuſe or convid themythis Chrift called the Spirit which con» 
vinced andconvinceth unbelievers; And hath nor the Grace 
of God that brings Salvation appgared untoall men ? And 


 whoart thou that makes exceptions? and —_— che Gen<, 


tile or Heathen do not know Chrift or the Spirit by thename 
of Chriſt and the Spirice, yet knowing that which accuſeth and 
excuſeth, that which condemneth+ and juſtifieth , they have 
the thing; and though the Epheſians being alienated and dark- 
ened,it was not becauſe of the infulMicncy of the light or the 
meaſure of his Spirit, but becauſe #hey were alienated fromic 
and ftrangerstoit, and I ſay nay, theſe men were not | born 
withour hight, neither was thebhndneſſe of their hearts be- 
cauſe of its inſufficiency, but-becaule they loyed it not, bur 
hated it, and fo becamealienated and darkened. 

For ſayelt thou, Where the Spirit iz, there is the fruits of the 
Spirit, : | | ; 

. I ſay, the Spirit may be where it is ſtriven againſt, or-reſiſted 
and gain-fayed, and there appears little fruits,. yet,notwith= 
ſtanding the ſpirit hath its operation in- all unbelievers, and 
convincement and reproof 1s as truly an operation and cf- 
tect of theſpirit, as aſſurance, conſolation and peace isan ef - 
fect and operation of the ſpirit to them that beheve. | 

- And then thou concludes, If Chriſt be in all, then all muſt be ſas » 
ved, or elſe Chriſt muſt goto Hell. .- of BE: 

I will ask:thee a Queſtion go learn what it means, though 
he benot in the reprobate, what is tha®which reprobates him? - 
Chriſt was in A7ypt yet the Azyptians were not ſaved by him, 
Chriſt was in Feruſalemand in Gealilee,and yer rior many Gali- 
Gonk nor they at Feruſalew believed inhim or wereſaved by 

im. . k 7 F995 "<a | | | 
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I will ask thee another 
What is that which damns the damned? And what is that that 
kindles the fireof Hell upowthem? And ac the laſt when thou 
haſt vilified and mocked Chriſt and his light , chou cries with 
the Jewes, Away, away with this deluding light, and then cryes 
to the Law, and to the Teſtimony , and (o in the drunken 
ſpirit reeleth and ftaggers, and knows not what-thouſaith; 
Did thou not fay a little before, That the Law was light, and 
that which accuſeth for ſin , and convinceth of ſin , and excuſeth, 
and bringeth peaceto the obedient ? Is not this Jeſus Teſtimony'or 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus? And thou cryes, Away, away with this 
as delufion, and this is a 
ſtringed Inſtrument, letter*slight, letterthe word, and ſcrip- 
cure is the Rulezthe ſcripure is the Goſpel, and Scriptures the 
Teſtimony , . and ſcripture is the Tryal of theſpirit, and 
thou haſt cryed Chriſt the True Light that enlightens every 
man,and with thy falſe jWFement has condemned him, 
And thou ſaith, Thou welt try our fpirit, and our fruits, and 
contradictions, and impiety, falſity and i = 
Alas vain, man, thou haſkcondemne 
that convinceth the World of ſin.,, and accalſeth for evil do- 
ing, andexcuſeth, and giveth peace to them that continue in 
well-doing, and hath pms this under the name of de- 
luding light, and hath cryed, away with it, away with it,. and 
thou that ſersthis at nought, may well ſet us at nought, and 
if Chriſt and his ſpirit .be reproached, we mnſt bare thy re- 
proacheszand at laſt they will curn upon thy own head, when 
they will be too heavy a burthen for thee to bear. Thou tells 
us, That thou baſt been begging of God for an Eternal tmtereſt in 
Chriſt, and that thou haſt examined thy heart whether Chriſt be in thee 
or aay ; bur thou tells us not whether thou haſt got aſſurance 3 
Thon mayett beg long enough, with that ſpirit thathates the 
Light and reproverh thee for evil, and never be heard; and 
thou may examine long, and never come totrue Tryal while 
thou hates that and derides that which ſhould try thee 3 for 
am ſure if thou either had |got intereſt , or had known that 
Chriſt did live in thee, thou wouldeſt noc hate him in others, 
nor vilifie the leaſt appearance of him in any ;- and therefore 
be low in heart, and talk no moreſo exceeding proudly , = 
. tne 


eſtion, go learn what it means 3 
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he tune thou playeth on thy bad- . 


the ſpirit' of Truth. 
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_  ctheLord will thinder from Neem upon his enemies, poure 
contempt upon Princes, and make them wanderin the wilder- 
_ nefle where there is noway , and will exalt the Horn of his 
8nointed above all deceit. 

Andthouſaith, Jethrew great reproaches upon the Faithful Mi- 
wiſters of Chriſt, that-they preach for Hire, and Balaams-like covets 
the wagesof unrighteouſneſſe, | 

And thouſaith , It zs true , we do receive 'a Maintainance , 
end ſuch a one as was freely bejtowedon us, and (ſetled by many 
Laws, | . \| 
And thou ſaiſt If yer preacht for hire,yourwronged your ſelves much, 
who could get far greater means or eftates by other employments, than 
Miniſters have, and if thou ſhouldeſt never receive penny more for thy 
labour.zthou wouldft never Teave of preaching the Goſpel ſo long as thou 

8 haſt a tongue to'ſpeak, or other abilities to preach the Goſpel. 
n We do not reproach the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, new 
| ther do we lay that they preach for hire,nor go in Balaams way, 
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neither that their hearts are exerciſed with covetous praiſes, 
for we know it is inconſiſtent with'a true Miniſter of Chriſt, 
who hath received freely, and miniſters freely, and alwayes 
* Jlabours to keep the Goſpel without charge; and as for the 
maintenance which gr lay was given you freely and ſetled by 
* manyy lawe;, We muſt minde you of the Authour thereof g you 
? cry out of the Pope as Antichriſt, of Feſuites, Monks and Fri- 
ars as Idlaters, and that which he gave unto his Emiiſfaries aud 
Miniſters you have gotcen into your hands, as Tiches, Gleab» 
lands, Oblations, Obventians ,: Eaſter-reckonings, Midſom- 
mer dues, which was ſetled by Laws when the Mother of Har-| 
| lots that rid upon the fencler-colpnrdd beaſt , which hath 
| } compelled all both ſmall and great to worſhip, and to pay all 
1 the foreſaid things in the time ofhis reign, while Chriſts Minis | 
| ſtershave been put co death, and the Witneſles ſlain,” and yer+ 
| the aforeſaid Popes maintenance is not Antichriftian -with. 
you, | | 
And with what face can chou- or you Pariſh Miniſters ſay, 
| That the maintenance 4s freely beſtowed upon you,when as chereare 
{o many living Examplesin this Nation , eſpecially within 
| this feven years, which bears witneſle againſt you ? What hoe! | _ 
vack.and [poi] hath been made by a company of greedy Prieſts | 
| .C | in_ | 
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 inthis Nation of late ?_ What halingand ſuing, what throws 


ingin holes and dungeons? Whar havock you have made of 
mens eſtates wich your Baylieffs, and che Bil-men driving away 
Cows, Horles, Sheep , Swine , Pots taken, and panns, the 
poor peoples Bedding and apparel which amount to very 


great {ums, ſometimes for three pounds claiming, by force 


hach caken away 22. /. and ſome time for5.or 6.7. drive away 
goods worth gc» /, and,onelies now in priſon but for a groat 
demanded for Tythes; ſothat the very Earth groans to be 
delivered of you, which will yomit you out, and yet all this 
forcing muſt needs go upon, the account of free maintenance ; 
and I know not what employments you can take up, which 
will be either ſerviceable to God or to the Creation, by which 


you can get 2, or three hundred 7. a year,as many of you have; 


and who doft thou think will belieye thee or thy Teſtimony, 
That you will preach freely, if you never recezve apenny? How ma- 
ny Pariſh Steeple-houles in England and Wales ſtandeth emp- 
y whohave butaliccle maintenance belonging to them ? as 
twenty or thirty pound per ax#yms. who hath hadacall thither 
co preach that which you call the Goſpel , , or where there was 
not ſomething to be got more or lefle; I have not 
heard of any amongſt you called thither, although the 
rhe nymber amount to a Very great deal z I deſire from my 
heart that you weretryeda while, and that you were left to 
your Goſpel,to ſee how you can live of ir,and then in preach- 
ing freely, you would manifeſt your ſelves ro be ſomething 
like the Miniſters of Chriſt, andatill certam proof be had of 
you, there is few will believe you. | 

- But thou ſayeſt, In the meen time we bave @ ſufficient authority 
to expe a maintenance from the 1 Cor. 9.7; 11. and. Tim. 5. 
17. And we ask, nothing but our own, and them that will not give it us, 
are under the breach of a Commandement which ſaith, thou ſhalt not 
flealz and thou ſayeſt, T have ſpoken once for all, though T could 


. have ſaid ten times more, and that thy ſoul trembles to think, under 
' what ſad judgements and deluſions we are, butthou' ſhalt pray that 


God-would deliver us out of the ſnares of Satan. 
The 1 of the Corinthians 9g. Tim. 5.17. is no authority for 
thee as to receive hire or wages 3 Iask thee how long haſt _- 
| | een 
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been at St. Tves, ſocalled ? - And were they not all counted 
Chriſtians before thou cameſt thither, except thou haſt ſprink- 
led ſome few Infants ſince thou comeſt there?or elſe what hath 
been thy work there ? and the peopleof St. Ives may conlider 
where thou haſt gone about to war lince thou cooled thicker, 
that thou requires coſt and charges; Dolt thou think that get- 
ting intoan od Maſs-houſe in a Town, and fit dreaming over 
a company of people thirty or forty years is going a warfare, 
or to require maintenance of ' them who own thee not for a 
ſhepheard, and to bring Scriptures, and ſay, he that feedeth « 
flock, may eat the milk, of a flock; But doth this give Foleration 
for chee to clip or ſhear them that are none of thy ſheep ? Dott 
not thou come here under the breach of a Command ? Tho 
ſhalt not fteal ; Doſt not thou count the Qakers deluded, and 


- Hereticks? And will it not bedelnfionin-thee to require or take 


maintenance of them. who are, none of thy Sheep, and to pull 
Grapes off them that arenoneof thy Vine-yard? 'And thou 
haſt (poke enough except it had been to better purpoſe , and 
thou mayeſt cremble indeed to think, if thou doſt but confi- 
der what ignorance and delufion thon art, under, for this.is 
theſum of all chy Do&rine, ' The Letter x the'Light, the I rit+ 
ings is the Goſpel, the Whitinys is the'Word , "aud the Words written 
4 theWay, audthe Letter i the ſtauding Rnle, and pt mean 
Chriſt the True Light that enlighteneth. every man.,.,thou halt crye 
with the Phariſees, away,awaywith it, for it is a deluding light, 
and that epery man hathreceived 4 meaſure of the ſpirit. is the falſeſt 
thing in the world, LO oe A -* 00 
Theſe and the like Dofrines thou thaſtdecharel, which I 
hope the People of St. Ives will rake noticeof,” and turnaway 
from ſuch blind Guides as thou are, who 'arc'rruly in Belaams 
way, and in,the way, and ſteps, and-pra@tiſes.of.ehe falle Pro- 
pnicys ang falſe Apoſtles, and ſuch as gain-ſaid'the Truth and 
eld'it in unrighteoufneſſe; bue the day is madsmanifeſt char 
hath diſcovered thine and all your deceit and hypocrifie, and 
will rent your covering that you'may appear as you are, that 
all that fear the Lord'mnay depart from you, and chou nuft re- 
pent. of thy evil deeds, & condemne thy falſe Do&rimes before 
thou can Pray acceptably, either for thy ſelf or others, for 
thou cannct be heard of theliving God, while this broth of 
abominable things 1s in the veſſel in which the Lord hath no 
pleaſure, C2. | Fohy - 


Tohn Wells, feeing thou ſayeſt thou doſt underſtand 
Scriptures much better than us, Anfwer theſe 
Lwertes concerning the Scriptures as followeth. 


I. Wi was the Jezabel'that did begin to Teach, 


Rev.2.20: and called her ſelf a Propheteſs 2 

| IT. What was the Witneſſes ſlain that Pro- 

pheſeed in Sackcloth & aſhes, who ſlew them,Rev,11.9.72 

HI. hat was the woman that fled into. the wilderne(s, 

Rev.12.6. What was the wilderneſs ſhe fled into, whether 

an outwayd wood, yea or nay 5 and what was the time, times, 

and half a time that ſhe was nouriſhed from the face of the 
Serpent,Rev.12.14: 

V. What was the Beaſt the Dragan gave his Power ta 
that made war witb the 4 and killed them, and had 
power over all Kinreds, Tongues & Nations,Rev.13.2.77 

V. .Was not the Tong ('ye Orthodox men ) which the 
Beaſt in the Dragons power had pewer over, and is not this 

ſince the days of the Apoſtles? & 

VI. What 7s the Whore that ſits upon the Beat that all 
Nations have drunk, of . ber Cup of Fornication, and what is 
that Fornication,and what the Kings of the Earth that have 
committed Fornicationuwithher,/Rev.17.1,2,2% 

VII. What and where ys that Babylon which muſt fall, 
and what 3s the Bride that prepares her ſelf far ber husband, 
Rev.18.2: Rev.19.747 *' Fee ; 

VII. What are all the Beaſts Names, Marks, Horns. 
Images and Crowns, REV.13.1. Rev.14.8,9,11? 

IX. What are thoſe Tongites that John- the Divine 
calls waters whereox the Whore fs whether or no they are 
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ginal, Rev. 17.155 

X. #hat arethoſg Tongues John -_ people muſt be 
redeemed from, Rev.5.9.and was not Pilate a Orthodox 
man who ſet up an inſcription over Chriſfts head in letters of 
Hebrew, {nh {jo Latin,Luke 23.30? | 6] 

XI. Was not all the Earth of one Language and.Speech 
before Babel,and doth Naturals make a Divine,Gen. 11.6? 

"XIE... 7s not Tythes, Gleab-lands. Eaſter-reckonings, 
Midſummer-dues, Churching of Women for Money, 
Sprinkling Infants ayd Marrying for Money, Burying for 
Money, preaching over the Dead for Mozey, andPrea- 
ching by the Hour-glaſle, aud making Miniſters at 
Schools, got up fince- the days of the Apoſtles, the Popes 
Cup, and have not ye drunk, down all theſe things 2 

XIII. And 7s not all this perſecuting and priſoning people 
about worſhip, Church, Religion, Min ſtry & Maintenance, 
the Popes Cup, and have ye not all drunk it,and hath it not 

.gotup ſence the Apoſtles days ? 

XIV. All ye Carnal weaponed men ind Apoſiatized ſrom 
the Apoſtles, who ſayes, we wreſtle not with fleſh and blood, 
who ſayes our weapons are not carnal but ſpiritual; And art 
not thou one of them that ſeeks gain- ſrom thy quarter, and. 
bears rule by thy Means, divines for Money, and Teacheth 

for filthy Iucre, Teach for hire and for the fleece, which the. 
Prophets and Apoſtles cryed againſt, Mic. 3. Jer.5. Ia: 56. 
Ez. 34 £ v -- | 
XV. Art not thou one of them that ſerve not our 
Lord Teſus Chriſt but thy own belly; that if people put into 
thy month, give thee Tythes,and means,and gain, and filthy: 
lucre, thou wilt ſerve them if not, thou wilt not: Is not 
this for thy bets andnot for Chriſt, who ſaid, Freely ye 
have received, freely gives and they that did ſo wanted. 
0thing though Chriſt ſent them among ſt wolves,Matth.10.: 
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XVI. What was the fi < - SD looked his 
Pearl in, and where is it, Matth.13. 45, 46? 
XVII. And where 3s the bottomleſs Pit whoſe ſmoak hath 
darkned the air, and what 7s the air, Rev.9.2? 
XVIII. What 3s the Tongues the Goſpel is to be preached 
to, whether it be not to you (Orthodox men) who calls them 
your Original, Rev. 14.67 | 
XIX. What zs the falſe Prophet and Antichriſt inwayd- 
ly ravened from, and what js the ſheeps-cloathing that thcy 
wore, Matth. 7.15? | 
XX. What 3s the Anointing in people to teach them that 
they need not any man to teach, but as it teacheth them, ſpo- 
ken of in the firſt Epiſtle of John 2,20, 27? £W 
X XI. What is the light that ſhines in the heart.that gives 
people the knowledge of God in the face of Teſws Chriſt, 
2 Cor.4.6 ? | 
XXII. Is any a true Co but who hath the Law of 
God in his mind and in his heart, and need not ſay to one a- 


other,know the Lordzwas #ot this that that differed from- 


the Jewes who had the law without them, hath any of theſe 
Talkers of Chriſt, the Apoſtles words, makers of trades of 
them, life except they eat hjs fleſh, & drink his blood ; have 
ye eaten that? And doth any man eat that that doth deny the 
Light that hath enlightned every man that comes into the 
world, Heb. 8. 10, 11. Joh. 6.53, 54, 55 £ | 
XXIIIT. Was not the Steeple-hauſos which ye call the 
Churches or Temples the old Maſs-houſe which ye creep into, 
yea or nay © 
; XXIV. 1/45 Ezra's Pulpit ſet up in the Temple and Syra- 
gogue yea or nay.or ſet up in the ſtreet before the water-gate, 
and how many might ſtand upon it, and whether it was like 
Jonrs, yea or nay, Nehem.8.3,4 2 - 
XXV. And was not your Colledges ſet up by the Papiits 
to make Miniſters by, and whether your Colledges & Steepl- 
£ | houſes 
| 


houſes have not th. Papiits names to them, and was not the * © '** © 
Jeſuits the Tribe of Black-coats , whether ever yea or nay 
' -thou haſt diſerted at all the habit wherewith thou wert di- 
6 ſtineuiſhed ? 
XXVI. Whether doſt thou own and believe that Chriſt 
deth enlighten every man that cometh into the world, yea or 
2 1y, Joh.1.9e A 
XXVII. Whether ever any Miniſter of ChriSt did in- 
priſon any for maintenance 3 but onthe contrary they ſhould 
covet no mans ſilver, and they that was covetons crept into 
houſes, had the form and denied the power, whether or no 
they was not to be turned away from, 2 Tim.3.5,6 ? 
XXVIII. And whether or no they are Minifiers of Chriſt . 
. that ſwear, ſeeing Chriit ſaith, Swear not at all; |\and 
James ſaith, Above all things my Brethren ſwear not ; 
and whether or no they are not falſe Brethren that do ſwear, 
that fall into the condemnation, Jam.5.12. Mat.5.34% 
XXIX. Whethey ever any Miniſter of Chriſt impriſoned 
for Tythes, ſeeing Chriſt ſaith, Freely ye have received, 
freely give and whether any Miniſter of Chriſt runs to 
the Powers of the Earth for Maintenance, ſeeing the Apoſile 
ſaith, He that feeds the flock ſhall eat of the Milk ; 
whether theſe things be the fruits of the ſpirit in ſuing 
men for Tythes and Maintenance they do no work for © and. 
if ſo, ſhew the Example by $cripture ;, if not, are they not 
to be turned away from, 1 Cor. 9.7 ? : 
XXX. Whether any the Diſciples of Chriſt carried Bagg 
but Judas that Thief and betrayer of the juſt, Joh. 2. 6? 
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